
For the next two weeks or so you can experience the absolutely intoxicating 

perfume scents of the Carolina Jessamine vines (in full bloom) and the old 

fashioned sweet shrub (smells like Juicy Fruit gum) as they bloom 

together.  Several native azaleas (sometimes also called “wild honeysuckles”) will 

be blooming later this week.  They are also intensely fragrant as was the sweet 

viburnum which just finished blooming.   

 

In the same area, our herbs are putting on new growth and all will be ready to 

begin harvest in a couple of weeks or so.  The herbs are also heavily scented.  We 

have a total of about 40 varieties of herbs which the public is welcome to lightly 

harvest in a couple of weeks and throughout the season until first killing frost. 

 

The peach trees have bloomed but now are clad with beautiful purple foliage.  The 

heirloom and shade gardens plants are just now beginning to pop out of the 

ground.  With the bitter winter we are about one month behind normal in growth 

and maturity.   The upside is that we apparently lost very few plants to the cold, 

wind and frozen precipitation.  

 

In the planters on the OSB’s front porch we have new dianthus (carnation) plants 

which are mildly fragrant and in the planters on Founders Plaza we have new 

Indian hawthorn plants, the gift of Judge and Mrs. David Breland which are mildly 

fragrant when they bloom in another couple of weeks.   

 

The gardens were the Eagle Scout project of Joey Baker in 2013 and received 

major sponsorship from Lowe’s of Decatur.  They consist of the herb garden, the 

Southern heirloom fragrance garden (mostly old-fashioned species) and a shade 

garden at the rear of the property.  Most plants are clearly labeled as the gardens 

are part of the teaching mission of the Old State Bank.   

 

The gardens and Founders Plaza are always open and the Old State Bank is open 

for public tours Monday through Friday 9:30 am until noon and 1:30 pm until 4:30 

pm. 

 


